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PROCEEDINGS 


OE 048 


Houle of Lords, &c. 


December 21. 1721. 
ORD ER'D, 
HAT an Account of the Authorities and Powers, 
che Directors had from the General Court of the 
aid Company, to lend out any Money upon the 
SEA ſaid Stock and Subſcriptions; alſo 2 Lift of the 
| Names of the Subſcribers to the ſeveral Money- 
9 Vuẽbſcriptions, the ſeveral Sums Subſcribed, what Mo- 
9 ney has been paid thereupon, and what Remains un- 
paid, and by whom; alſo an Account, of what Quantities of Stock 
have. been — for the Account of the faid Company, at what 
Times or what Price, and what Brokers bought or fold the ſame; 
and alſo an Account of what Stock has been out, purſuant to the 
- of the ſaid Company with any of the Subſcribers, and at 
what Time. | | 


December 22. 

ORDER'D, . : 

That the Managers and Directors 9 by the Commiſſioners 
of the Treaſury, do forthwith lay before this Houſe, a true Copy of 
= — or Writings, by which they are appointed Managers and 

irectors. 


ORDER D, 
That the Directors of the Sontb- Sea Company, do lay before this 
Houſe, a true Copy of the Writing or Writings, by which they were 
appointed Managers and Directors. 


B 2 ORDER D, 


> - A yew — — 
- * 
} 


( 4 | 


ORDER'D | 

That the Directors of the South-Sea Company do lay before this 
Houſe, a true Lift of the Names of the Directors of that Com- 
pany ; that they do alſo lay before this Houſe, the Original Liits 
or true Copies of all Liſts, of Subſcriptions deliver'd, or tent down 
to the ſaid Company, their Directors or any of their Officers, when, 
and by whom. | 


ORDERD | 

That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will 
be Graciouſly pleas d, ro order the proper Officers to lay before this 
Houſe Copies of the ſeveral Commiſſions, for the Eſtabliſhing or En- 
creaſitg the Capital Stock of the South-Sea Company, ſo far as the 
ſame Relares to the taking of any Subſcriptions, oi dering any other 
matters or things for Aſcertaining the ſaid Stock. 


Die Martis 105 Januari 1720. 


ESO L V'D that the Conſtitution, from the Commiſſioners of the 

Treaſury dated the 6th of May 1720, appointing the Directors 
of the South Sea Company to be Managers and Directors, tor perform- 
ing ſach Matters and Things, as by the Act for enabling the ſaid 
Company to encreaſe their preſent Capital Stock, are directed, has 
been conformable to Precedents, and Legal. 


Diſſentient. | | 

1f. Becauſe the Act of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, for enabling 
the Sonth-Sea Company to encreaſe their Capical Stock, (upon which 
Act, the legality of the Conſtitution in the Queſtion, muſt. wholly 
depend) hath veſted the Directors and Managers to be appoint- 
ed by the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury with ſuch Truſts and Powers, 
and requir'd ſuch Things to be done by them, as We conceive could 
not be truſted to the Directors of the South-Sea Company to execute, 
acccording to the true Intent and Meaning of the ſaid Act. 


2dly, Becauſe we conceive it to be inconſiſtent with the ſaid AQ, that the 
Directors and Managers appointed by the Commiſſioners of the Trea- 
ſary (who by the Act, are entruſted to aſcertain what Annuities ſhall 
be taken in, and what Debts paid off by the ſaid Company, what Ad- 
ditions in Reſpect thereof, ſhall be made to the Capital Stock of the 
{ame Company, how much is to be Paid by the ſaid Company into 
the Exchequer for the Uſe of the Publick ; what new Allowance is to 
be made by the ſame Corporation for Charges of Management, to 
enter into Books, the Prizes to be agreed on between the Company 
on the one Part, and the Proprietors of the Publick Debts on the 
other Part, to adjuſt the Accounts of the Debts and Annuities taken 
in by the Company, and to certify and tranſmit Duplicates of the Ac- 
counts ſo adjuſted, among others, to the Directors of the South-Sea 
Company) ſhould be the Directors of the South-Sea Company, and 
they only. | | 


 2dly. Becauſe the ſaid Directors of the Company appear'd to us plainly to 
be concern d in Intereſt, ſo as to encline them to execute the ſaid Powers, 
or Truſts, partially for the Company, unleſs reſtrain'd by a great de- 
gree of Honeſty, and if there ſhould be any Miſtake by them com- 
mitted, wilful or otherwiſe, ro the Advantage of the Company, and 
Diſadvantage of the ſaid Proprietors, in any of the Matters entruſted 
to the ſaid Directors and Managers, We do not find any Proviſion in 
the Act to reGifie the ſame, nor Conceive how it can be done, 3 
| X y 


LS] 
by Application to, and by the Conſent of the ſaid Direfors and Ma- 
nagers, who are the Directors of the South-Sea Company, and no 
other, which we think could never be the Meaning of the Acts, 
but that the Intent thereof muſt be, that the Truſts of Directors 
and Managers, ſhould have been Executed by Impartial and Indit- 
ferent Perſons. 


athly. We Conceive that the ſaid Act expreſly requires the Commiſſioners 


of the Treaſury to appoint fit Perſons to be Directors and Mas 
nagers, for executing the Powers and Truſts above ſpecified, and 
therefore if the above mentioned Reaſons, did not ſufficiently 
prove the Conſtitution in the Queſtion, not to be agreeable to 
the ſaid Act, yet it ſeems very clear to us, that the Directors of 
the South-Sea Company, were, of all others, the moſt unfit for ſuch 
a Truſt, and conſequently not ſuch Perſons as are expreſly requir'd by 
the ſaid Act. 


And we cannot agree that the faid Conſtitution is precedented, 


Becauſe the Precedents produc'd, are all in time before the paſſing of 
the Act of Parliament, on which the preſent Queſtion did ariſe, and 
therefore, in our Opinion, can be of no Weight in determining any 
Queſtion that dependeth on the Conſtruction of the ſaid Act, unleſs 
ſuch Precedents had been founded on ſome former Act or Acts of Par- 
liament, the ſame, in all Material Points with the Act above-mention'd, 
which it appears to us, neither the ſaid Charter, nor Commiſſions or 
Appointments produc as Precedents, were. 


2dly, All the Caſes rely'd on as Precedents, except the laſt, are, as we con. 


ceive, widely different from the Caſe in the Queſtion, that mark'd 
No. I. is Dated before the Erection of the South-Sea Company, and 
therefore did not, nor could confer any Powers on the Directors of 
the Company which was not then in Being, but is directed to the 
Members of other Corporations, divers great Officers, and very many 
other Perſons, in order to Erect in the South- Sea Company the five 
following, from No. 2 to No. 6 included, are indeed, to impower the 
Directors of the South -· Sea Company, but tis only to take Subſcripti- 
ons of Tallies, Orders, Debentures, and the like Government Securi- 
ties, and to compute the Intereſt due thereon, in order to the admit- 
ing the Proprietors into the Company, at the Rate ſtated in the Acts 
of Parliament, to which the Charter and Commiſſions relate, but 
none of them impower the Directors of the South-Sea Company to 
Enter, Adjuſt, or Certify, or to do any Matter relating to Contracts 
8 5 made, whereto the Company was to be a Party as in the preſent 
e. 


3dly, And as to the ſaid laſt Caſe cited as a Precedent, mark d No. 7. 


4thly 


which comes the neareſt to the preſent Directors of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, being thereby appointed Directors and Managers (which they 
are not by any of the former,) to execute all the Powers given to Di- 
rectors and Managers, by the Act of the 5th of His preſent Majeſty, 


for Redeeming the Fund appropriated for the Payment of the Lottery 


Tickets, yet neither by that Appointment, or the Act referr'd to, had 
the Directors of the South-Sea Company any Authority to do any 
thing in relation to Contracts or Bargains to be made, wherein the 
Company was to be a Party, and therefore not to be compar'd to the 
preſent Caſe. | , 


, But if the ſaid laſt and only Precedent not before taken notice of, 


had been a Precedent in * yet it bearing Date no longer ago * 
the 


[6 ] 


the 4th of April, 1719. and being Sign'd by four of the five Com- 
miiſioners of the Treaſury, who have ſignd the; Appointment which 
it is brought to juſtifie, and having paſs'd under Silence, no occaſion 
having happen'd to draw the Validity thercof into queſtion, it could 
be, as We Corceive, of no Authority to Support the ſaid laſt 
Appointment when 1t was drawn in Queſtion, and order'd to be con- 
ſider'd by the Committee of the whole Houſe, appointed to enquire 
into the Cauſes of the late unhappy Turn of Affairs, that has ſo much 
aftected the Publick Credit at Home. 


For the aforeſaid Reaſons, and leaſt it might be deem'd a Prejudg- 
105 of a Matter that may poſſibly be brought Judicially before 
8. 


WHARTON. GUILFORD. | ABINGDON. 

SCARSDALE. | Cowy ER. WESTON. 

NoR TH and GREY. COMPTON. STRAFFORD. 

LiTCHFIELD. AYLSFORD. St. JOHN. 

COWER. BATHURST. BINGLEY. 
Fanuary 12. 


The Houſe was put into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to take 
into Conſideration the unhappy turn of Affairs, that has ſo much at- 
tected the Publick Credit; and .the Sub Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
and the ſeveral DireQtors of the South-Seza Company, not being Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, as alſo their Secretary, Treaſurer 
and under Treaſurer being called in and Examined ; 


RESOLVD, | 

That the Directors of the South-Sza Company, in the Loans made 
by them upon the Stock and Subſcriptions, have been guilty of a 
. Breach of Truſt, and ought, out of their own Private Eſtates, to 
make god whatever Loſs the Company may ſuſtain thereby. 


January 19. 

The Sub -and Deputy-Governors ,of the South-Sea Company were 
called in, and delivered an Account of all Quantities of Stock, bought 
for the uſe of the Company, and the Prices and Times of buying; a 
Supplement ro the Account, of what Money has been lent on the 
Stock of the Company, and what repaid, Copies of Minutes of the 
Court of Directors, from the 25th of December 1719, to the 21ſt of 
December 1720. Copies of Minutes of the Managers and Directors 
for taking Subſcriptions from theirs, of Auguſt 1720, to the ↄth Inſtant, 


Mr. Knight was Examined, what he knew, of any Stock taken in 


by the Company for any patticular Perſons, except what is in the 
Book of Loans, 


Mr. Surman was alſo Examined touching that Matter. 


- ORDERD, Get. 

That the Directors do forthwith lay before the Houſe, an Account 
of what Stock has been taken for private Perſons, and whom, and at what 
Time; and at what Times Sold out, and at what Price; and at what 
Time the Price of the Stock ſo taken in was repaid ; and alſo an Account 
of what Stock has been Sold by the Company, to, and by whom, and at 
what Price, and at what Time: Then the Brokers were call'd in; alſo Mr. 
Powell and Mr. Webfter were Sworn and Examin'd before the Committee, 
and being withdrawn, the Houſe was put into a Committee, and la Cour, 
Father and Son, were firſt Examin'd, and directed to make Extracts * 
0 


1 

of their Books, in relation to what was Tranſacted in Stock, or Stocks, 
or Subſcriptions, for the Directors, or any Officers their Servants, or any 
Perſons in Truſt for them, or for Account of the Company, and then 
withdrew; afterwards the reſt of the Brokers were called in, and directed 
to make the like Extracts as la Cour was, and withdrew. 
I ben the Houſe was reſumed, and order'd to be put in to a Committee 
on Saturday next, and one Henry Bingfield a Broker, was order'd to attend 
at that Time, and to bring with him the like Abſtratt above-mention'd, 
which are to begin from November 1719. | | 

The Directors and Officers were alto order'd to attend. 


Mr. KNICOHT's Letter to the Court of Directors of the Sou Tu- 
SEA COMPANY. 


Gentlemen, | 

Write this from a true Senſe of the Obligation I am under, to make 

up my Account with the Company, and to pay them their full De- 
mand: And tho? Self-Preſervation has oblig'd me to wirhdraw myſelf from 
the Reſentment againſt the Directors and myſelf, yet I am not conſcious 
to myſelf of having done any one Thang that I can Reproach myſelf for, 
ſo far as relates to an Honeſt, Sincere Intention and Zeal for the Conipa- 
ny; bur Ican, and do charge myſelf with a great many Indiſcrerions, and 
am (beſides the Concern I muſt be under for leaving my own Family, 
Friends, Cc.) very ſenſibly touch'd with what you are like to ſuffer on 
this Account; and it will be the more, I am afraid, from your Want of 
Unanimity, which I heartily recommend to you for the future, and 1 am 
ſure wiſh you as well as you with yourſelves. 

I write this at a Diſtance from Home, under a good deal of Concern, 
ſo cannot be ſo Particular or otherwiſe I ſhould have been. 

I have herewith ſent Mr. Surman the Key of my Desks, who knows ſo 
much of the State of the Caſh, as to be able to make it up. There are a 
good many Bills of Exchange, and other Payments to write off, and the 
Weekly Receipts to write on. There is Caſh in the Bank, in the Compa- 
ny's Books, which, together with the Notes taken on the Third and Fourth 
Subſcriptions, and the Company's Bonds, will make up the Ballance, as 
I do believe. But if it fall ſhort, I have 3000 l. Equivalent Stock, 1600 
Bank Stock, 2000 India. and South-Sea Stock, over and above what I owe 
the Company on the Loan, as will be ſufficient to make it up with Money 
owing upon Securities on my particular Account. The Company need 
not deliver, or be anſwerable, for the Subſcription Receipts or Stock, on 
the Third and Fourth Subſcription, unleſs theſe Notes are paid; ſo the 
Loſs can only be the Difference between the Subſcriptions, and Money in 
Value : And, I think it would be hard for me to bear the Loſs, becauſe the 
Clerks took by far, the greateſt Part of them, as thinking them better than 
none; and moſt of them would have been Non-Payments, if they had 
been refuſed, however, I ſubmit this to the Company. 

I have taken with me but little more than Sufficiency to maintain my- 
ſelt; and the Effects left, will more than Anſwer all Deficiencies. I have 
bought no Land in Truſt for me, nor have I ever convey or ſettled any 
Part of that 1 had formerly, or have bought lately; it remains to anſwer 
any Demands on me from the Company, or the Legiſlature. I have with- 
drawn myſelf to avoid the mw of the Enquiry which I found too 
heavy for me; and I am ſenſible that it would have been impoſlible for 
me to have avoided the Appearance and Charge of Prevarication and Per- 
jury, not from my own Intention to do ſo, but from the Largeneſs and 
Extent of the Enquiry, and the Nature and Largeneſs of the TranfaQti- 
ONS: | 
l am ſure I am a good deal concerned to add to yeur preſent Difficul- 

ties; tho' I muſt ſay, That I have deſerved better Uſage than what I have 
had from the Court, the laſt Week But this I ſay without any Reſent- 

ment, 


5. 
ment, otherwiſe than that it has been an Addition to the Weight I had be- 


fore upon me. I am preſt for time, ſo can only aſſure you, that I am 
with all Reſpect in Inclination, tho' not in Power, 


Gentlemen, | 
Jour moſt Obedient Humble Servant, 
Sunday Evening ROBERT KNIGHT. 
21ſt Fan, 1720. | 


January 22. 

A Petition of the Sub- Governor, Deputy Governor and the Directors of 
the South -· Sea Company, was read, pray ing to be heard by their Council, 
as to the Bill brought up Yeſterday from the Commons for reſtraining the 
Petitioners from going out of the Kingdom, c. T he Bill was read a 2d 
Time, and committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe on Monday, then 
it being propoſed that the Intent of the Bill being to prevent the Petition- 
ers from withdrawing their Perſons and Effects, making Satisfaction, and 
from being punith'd for the notorious Breach of Truſt, which they have 
already appear'd Guilty of, or which they do not deny or excuſe in their Pe- 
tition. That therefore the Petition be rejected, and the Queſtion being put 
upon the ſaid Propoſition. It was reſolv'd in the Affirmative. 


ORDERD _ | 
That the ſaid Petition be rejected. 


ORDERD, | 25 
That the Brokers do lay before the Houſe an Account of all the Stock 


and Subſcriptions bought or ſold by them, for any of the Officers of the 
Treaſury or Exchequer or any in Truſt for them or any of them to the beſt 
of their Knowledge and Belief, ſince Michaelmas, 1719. 


ORDERD, 
That —— Cowper, and — Sherwood to attend this Houſe on Tueſday 


next, and to bring with them the like Extracts out of their Books as were 
required of the other Brokers. Then the Several Brokers who were order'd 
to attend, were called in, and deliver d at the Bar the reſpective Extracts 
made by them purſuant to the Order of tbis Houſe. 


ORDER'D, | 
That they lay before this Houſe, an Account of what they have Tranſ- 


acted for the Account of the Sword Blade Company. 


The Houſe being inform'd that Mr. Grigzhy Accomptant General of the 
South-Sea Company attended, he was call'd in, and Sworn. 


ORDERD, | be. 
That on Tueſday next this Houſe ſhall be put into a Committee to take 


into Conſideration the Publick Credit, and the ſeveral Extracts deliver'd by 
the Brokers, be referred to the ſaid Committee. 


January 26 

RESOLV'D, 

By the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament Aſſembled, That 
the taking in of Stock, the Transferring of Stock to the South-Sea Com- 
Pany, the giving Credit for the ſame without a valuable Conſideration 
actually paid or ſufficiently ſecured, or the purchaſing Stock by any Di- 


rector or Agent of the South-Sea Company, for the Uſe or Benefit of x4 
| erſon 


Is 7 


Perſon in the r any Member of either Houſe of Parlia- 
ment during ſuch time as the late Bill relating to the South Sea Company 
was depending laſt Year in Parliament, was a notorious and dangerous 
Corruption, | 


— 


e January, 31. 

eee, EET; 
That the Directors of the South-Sea Company, having order'd great 
Quantities of Stock to be bought for the Service of the Company, when 
Stock was at very high Prices, under Pretence of keeping up the Price of 
Stock, and at the ſame Time, ſeveral of the Directors and other Officers 
belonging to the Company, having in a clandeſtine Manner ſold their 
ou n Stock to the Company, ſuch Directors and Officers were thereby Guilty 
of a notorious Fraud and Breach of Truſt, and their ſo doing was one 

reat -Cauſe, of the unhappy Turn of Affairs that has ſo much affected the 

Publick Credit. 


TR February 2. 1720. 
RESOLVD, . - 5 — 
That it is the Opinion of this Committee, 


That the Practice of Contracting begun ſo early as in January 171 

* by Sir John Blunt and John Grigſby, Br the Retuſal of the next Mi: 
ſummer Dividend, in Conſideration of 5 s. per Cent. only paid, and 
of the further Sum of 3 J. to be paid if they ſhould call for ſuch 
Dividend, and their procuring an Appointment of 101. per Cent. to 
be afterwards made as the Midſummer Dividend, which before that 
time had never exceeded the Rate of 3 1. per Cent. for one half Year, 
was a groſs Fraud in 1 — of the ſeveral Perſons ſo Contracted 
with, and Calculated, to Promote their farther unjuſt Deſigns, which 
have been ſince, notoriouſly put in Practice, to the great Detriment 
of the Publick, and to the manifeſt ＋ . of great Numbers of 
his Majeſty's Subjects, and was one of the Cauſes of the unhappy 
Turn of Affairs, which has ſo much affected the Publick Credit 


2dly. That the declaring the Midſummer Dividend by the Directors of the 
South-Sea Company upon the Sonth- Sea Stock, to be in Stock, not- 
withſtanding, before that time, they had receiv'd great Sums of 
Money, more than ſufficient to anſwer a reaſonable Dividend in Spe- 
cie, was calculated to put an Imaginary Value on the ſaid Stock, and 
was one of the Cauſes of the unhappy Turn of Affairs, c. 


3d. That the Practice of ſome of the Directors of the South- Sea Com- 

any and their Officers, in giving out large Premiums for the Refu- 
Tal of Stock at very high Prices, was a fraudulent Artifice to raiſe 
the Price of Stock, far above the Value they knew it could bear, and 
was one other Cauſe, Cc. | 


bly. That the Contriving and Promoting the 3d Subſcription to encreaſe 
* wo Capital Stock of the South-Sea Company, at the . — 
Rate of 1000 per Cent. for ſo gteat a Sum as 5 Millions, in order to 
give an exorbitant Riſe to the ſaid Stock, was fraudulently Calcula- 
ted to anſwer the Ends of Particular Perſons, was. a notorious Cheat 

on the Publick, and one other great Cauſe, Cc. | 


5thly. That the Declaration or Appointment whilſt the Stock was declinin 
of 30 per Cent. to be paid for the half Years Dividend on the South 
Sea Stock at Chriſtmas 1720, and of a Sum not lefs than 50 per Cent. 
per Aunum, for not leſs than 12 Years, were vile Artifices us d by the 
Directors, to delude bis Marty's good Subjects, by poſſeſſing them 


with 


A ER AI ao ents 


L298. | 

with falſe Notions of the Value of the Stock, and in Conſequence 
thereof, to encourage them to Buy at exceſſive Rates, as well as to 
prevent their Selling out; to the end theDireCtors themſelves and their 
Confederates, might have the better Opportunity to ſel] their ownStock 
at Exorbitant Prices, by which Means many of his Majeſty s faithful 
Subjects have been greatly Impoveriſh'd, but the Directors and thoſe 
in Confederacy with them, have gained to themſelves an Immenſe 
Wealth, which was one other Cauſe of the unhappy Turn of Affairs, 
which has ſo much affected the Publick Credit. | 


| February 4. 
Sir John Blunt was examin'd and ask'd, who in the Adminiſtration, or 

Member of either Houſe of Parliament, that had any Stock of the South. 
Sea Company; heanſwer'd but to Two, but would go no farther, ſaying, 
that he had given a full Relation to the Secret Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons; he hoped their Lordſhips would excuſe him, for that his Memo- 
ry not being good, he might by that Means ContradiCt himſelf. Then he 
was order d to be Sworn, which he refuſed. Then was order'd to with- 
draw, ſoon after he deſired to be called in, which was granted, then he 
was order'd again to be Sworn, he again refus'd, then their Lordſhips 
ask d him the Keaſon, why he deſit d to be call'd in, ſaid, he did not know 
what he did, for that he was in great Confuſion. Then their Lordſhips 
adjourn'd the farther Conſideration of that Matter to Tueſday, when Sir 
John was order to attend again, as alſo the Directors and their Officers, 

as alſo Mr. Waller. | | 


February 7. 

The Houſeaccording to Order, proceeded to take into Conſideration, 
the Behaviour of Sir John Blunt at the Bar on Saturday, and came to the 
following Reſolution. | 


| That Sir Jobn Blunt having been ask d ſeveral Queſtions by the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, upon Oath, and having not only prevaricated 
in ſuch Examination, but having refuſed to give any Anſwer to ſeveral 


Material Queſtions, and being thereupon required to be examined before 
this Houſe at the Bar, and there, out of ſome evil Intention, obſtinately 


refuſing to take his Oath, in Order to his Examination, is guilty of the 
higheſt Contempt of this Houſe, manifeſtly tending to defeat all Parlia- 


mentary Enquiries and Examinations, and of dangerous Conſequence to 
the Conſtitution. £64 "ai | 5 


Then took into Conſideration the Publick Credit. Sir Jobn Fellows, 
Sir Robert Chaplin, and Mr. Eyles were ask'd, whether they knew or heard 
of any Perſon in the Adminiſtration of the King's Service, or any Mem- 
ber of either Houſe of Parliament, had any Stock given to him, or pro- 
miſed to, or taken in for him, and alſo to ſome other Queſtions, and their 
Anſwers were taken down in Writing, and Signed by them, 


The Houſe reſumed, and Order'd to be put into 2 Committee to Morrow. 


And all the late Directors to attend, or be produc'd, and all the Lords 
K ee ere gn a7 
fr. Wright an Apothecary, deliver d an Affidavit of Dr. Compton, that 
Mr. Waller was at Beconsfield, and could not ſafely Travel. 


% 
..To attend next Tueſday. Merl 


* 


Then a Petition was deliver d of Edward Gibbon, R. Cheſter, and Richard 


Honlditcb, that they may have leave to go in Cuſtody of the Black Rod, to 


enter into ſuch Recognizances as the late Act requires, and that they then 
be diſcharged. ORDER, 


© BS :} 


CS. ers et A EE . 
. That they go to the Barons of the Exchequer, and give Security as the 
Act requires. Francis Hawes alſo Petition'd to the ſame Effect, and the 
ſame Order'd. | afar 

The Governor of the Bank of England deliver'd at the Bar, the Caſh 
Account between that Company and that of the South Sea, from Chriſmas, 
1719, to Chriſtmas, 1720. 


3 Febraary 5. . 5 | 
The Houſe being movei, that an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 
Jeſty, to return the Thanks of this Houſe to his Majeſty, for the Mea- 


ſures which his Majeſty has already cauſed to be taken, for the ſecuring 
the Perſon of Mr. Robert Knight, late Caſhire of the South-Sea Company; 


and this Houſe being inform'd that the ſaid Knight is now in Cuſtody in 
the Territories of the Emperor, humbly beſeech his Majeſty, that he will 
be pleaſed to make the utmoſt preſſing Inſtances, to the Emperor, that the 
ſaid Knight may be ſecured, and deliver d up to ſuch Perſons, as his Majeſty 
ſhall appoint, and brought over into England. | 

According in the Afternoon, the Addreſs was Preſented. 

ET en dS. ET | ES 

The five late Directors in Cuſtody of the Black Rod, deliver'd this Day 
a Petition to the Lords, Praying to be diſcharged, having given Security, 
which was order'd accordingly, Paying their Fees. 

—— &- pie deg)" 

The Lords helieving that the Perſons that appeared in Behalf of Ed. 

mund Waller Eſq; as to his Indiſpoſition, Prevaricated: 


ORDERD, ES na ip oi 5 
The ſaid Waller to be taken into Cuſtody of the Black Rod; accord - 
ingly a Meſſenger of the Houſe was diſpatch'd to Beconsfield to bring him 
to Town, and appear to the Houſe on Thurſday before their Lordſhips ; but 
if he is not well, to keep him in Cuſtody till he is. 


Surman, Grigsbythe Accomptant, c. were examin'd ; and Grigsby was ask d 
whether he knew of any Membet of either Houſe had any Stock, Cc. he 
anſwer'd in the Negative. | | 

a February 15. 1 | 
The Lords in a Committee of the whole Houſe, made their Report as 
the Proceedings of the South-Sza Company. The Houſe agreed to the 
— Order'd the ſaid Report to be eiter d into the Journals of the 
ouſe. | 


wh ts. W, pra rind | 
A Propoſition was made in the Houſe, taking Stock of the South-S:a 
Company at 400 was Injurious to the Proprietors of the South - Sea Com- 
pany, but twas diſagreed to. . 


fl February 4. 1720. | | | 
HE Houſe (according to Order) was put into a Committee, to ta ke 
into further Conſideration, the Cauſes of the unhappy Turn of At- 

fairs, that has ſo much affected the Publick Credit. 


And Sir Jobn Blunt being call'd in and ſhew'd the Book of the Ac- 
count. of Stock Sold, was ask d if it contain'd a true Account, he ſaid, he 
never ſaw a true Account of Stock Sold, and in one Place his Name 
being Mention d; he ſays, he does not know he Sold that Stock. N 


10 

with falſe Notions of the Value of the Stock, and in Conſequence 
thereof, to encourage them to Buy at exceſſive Rates, as well as to 
prevent their Selling out; to the end the Directors themſelves and their 
Confederates, might have the better Opportunity to ſel] their ownStock 
at Exorbitant Prices, by which Means many of his Majeſty s faithful 
Subjects have been greatly Impoveriſh'd, but the Directors and thoſe 
in Confederacy with them, have gained to themſelves an Immenſe 
Wealth, which was one other Cauſe of the unhappy Turn of Affairs, 
which has ſo much affected the Publick Credit. | 


| February 4. | 
Sir Fobn Blunt was examin'd and ask'd, who in the Adminiſtration, or 

Member of either Houſe of Parliament, that had any Stock of the South. 
Sea Company; heanſwer'd but to Two, but would go no farther, ſaying, 
that he had given a full Relation to the Secret Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons; he hoped their Lordſhips would excuſe him, for that his Memo- 
ry not being good, he might by that Means Contrad ict himſelf. Then he 
was order d to be Sworn, which he refuſed. Then was order'd to with- 
draw, ſoon after he deſired to be called in, which was granted, then he 
was order'd again to be Sworn, he again refus d, then their Lordſhips 
ask d him the Reaſon, why he deſit d to be call'd in, ſaid, he did not know 
what he did, for that he was in great Confuſion. Then their Lordſhips 
adjourn'd the farther Conſideration of that Matter to Tueſday, when Sir 
Fobn was order to attend again, as alſo the Directors and their Officers, 

as alſo Mr. Waller. 


| February 7. 

The Houſeaccording to Order, proceeded to take into Conſideration, 
the Behaviour of Sir John Blunt at the Bar on Saturday, and came to the 
following Reſolution. 


That Sir Fob» Blunt having been ask d ſeveral Queſtions by the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, upon Oath, and having not only prevaricated 
in ſuch Examination, but having refuſed to give any Anſwer to ſeveral 
Material Queſtions, and being thereupon required to be examined before 
this Houſe at the Bar, and there, out of ſome evil Intention, obſtinately 
refuſing to take his Oath, in Order to his Examination, is guilty of the 
higheſt Contempt of this Houſe, manifeſtly tending to defeat all Parlia- 
mentary Enquiries and Examinations, and of dangerous Conſequence to 
the Conſtitution. be "ga | 3 


Then took into Conſideration the Publick Credit. Sir Fobn Fellows, 
Sir Robert Chaplin, and Mr. Eyles were ask'd, whether they knew or heard 
of any Perſon in the Adminiſtration of the King's Service, or any Mem- 
ber of either Houſe of Parliament, had any Stock given to him, or pro- 
miſed to, or taken in for him; and alſo to ſome other Queſtions, and their 
Anſwers were taken down in Writing, and Signed by them. - 


The Houſe coſrunted. and Order d to be put into 2 Committee to Morrow. 
And all the late Directors to attend, or be produc'd, and all the Lords 
b 
M. Wright an Apothecary, deliver'd an Affidavit of Dr. Compton, that 

Mr. Waller was at Beconsfield, and could not ſafely Travel. 
Io attend next Tueſday. _ 120 
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Then a Petition was deliver'd of Edward Gibbon, R. Chefter, and Richard 
Honlditcb, that they may have leave to go in Cuſtody of the Black Rod, to 

enter into ſuch Recognizances as the late Act requires, and that they then 
be diſcharged. ORDER D, 


119 
n Sal 
That they go to the Barons of the Exchequer, and give Security as the 
Act requires. Francis Hawes alſo Petition d to the ſame Effect, and the 
ſame Order'd. | | 


The Governor of the Bank of England deliver'd at the Bar, the Caſh 
Account between that Company and that of the South Sea, from Chriſmas, 
1719, to Chriſtmas, 1720. 

1 „„ „„ 
The Houſe being movel, that an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 
jeſty, to return the Thanks of this Houſe to his Majeſty, for the Mea- 
ſures which his Majeſty has already cauſed to be raken, for the ſecuring 


the Perſon of Mr. Robert Knight, late Caſhire of the South-Sea Company ; 


and this Houſe being inform'd that the ſaid Knight is now in Cuſtody in 
the Territories of the Emperor, humbly beſeech his Majeſty, that he will 
be pleaſed to make the utmoſt preſſing Inftances, to the Emperor, that the 
ſaid Knight may be ſecured, and deliver'd up to ſuch Perſons, as his Majeſty 
ſhall appoint, and brought over into England. 

According in the Afternoon, the Addreſs was Preſented. 


4 — —@©&& Hes En 
The five late Directors in Cuſtody of the Black Rod, deliver'd this Day 
a Petition to the Lords, Praying to be diſcharged, having given Security, 
which was order'd accordingly, Paying their Fees. 
, 8 8 i 0 February 14. N of , : 
The Lords helieving that the Perſons that appeared in Behalf of Ed. 
mund Waller Eſq; as to his Indiſpoſition, Prevaricated : 


ORDER D, 1 1 . 
The ſaid Waller to be taken into Cuſtody of the Black Rod; accord- 
ingly a Meſſenger of the Houſe was diſpatch d to Beconsfield to bring him 
to Town, and appear to the Houſe on Thurſday before their Lordſhips ; but 
if he is not well, to keep him in Cuſtody till he is. 


Fur nan, Grigabythe Accoinptant, c. were exainin'd; and Grigiby was ask d 
whether he knew of any Member of either Houſe had any Stock, Cc. he 
anſiwer'd in the Negative. | ; | 


| February 15. | ods | 
The Lords in a Committee of the whole Houſe, made their Report as 
to the Proceedings of the South-Sza Company. The Houſe agreed to the 
— _ Order'd the ſaid Report to be eniter'd into the Journals of the 
ouſe. | 


00 Ng ES 
A Propoſition was made in the Houſe, taking Stock of the South-S*a 
Company at 400 was Injurious to the Proprietors of the South - Sea Com- 
pany, but 'twas diſagreed to. LY 


February 4. 1720. | | | 
HE Houſe (according to Order) was put into a Committee, to ta ke 
into further Conſideration, the Cauſes of the unhappy Turn of Al- 
fairs, that has ſo much affected the Publick Credit. ">. 


And Sir Jobn Blunt being call'd in and ſhew'd the Book of the Ac- 

count of Stock Sold, was ask d if it contain'd a true Account, he ſaid, he 

never ſaw a true Account of Stock Sold, and in one Place his Name 

being Mention d; he ſays, he does not know he Sold that Stock. abs 
| | n 


[ 12 } 


And being ask'd, if he was of the Committee of 2 he anſwer'd 
he was not, then being ask d if he was of the Committee, for taking Care 
of the Company's Intereſt in relation to the Bill, he deſit'd to refer him- 
ſelf ro the Books of the Company. 


Own'd he might poſſibly be at the Court of Directors when the Book of 


Stock Sold, was brought to them from the Committee of Treaſury, but 
'twas not read ever there. | 


. Ask'd if he ever Sold any of the Stock to any Perſon of the Adminiſtra- 
tion, or any Member of either Houſe of Parliament; and thereupon inſi- 
ſed, *rwas the Right of an Engliſhman not to Accuſe himſelf, if it was a 
Criminal Matter, if not, he would give the beſt Anſwer he could: 


He was directed to withdraw. 


Propoſed he be cali'd in again, and told he muſt Anſwer the Queſtion, 
and thereupon he was call'd in, and ask d accordingly ; and ſays, he js 
ſenſible of the Weight of falling under the Diſpleaſure of this Houſe, but be- 
ing requir'd either Peremptorily to anſwer, or withdraw, he acquainted the 
Committee, he had been under a ſtrict Examination already, before the 
Secret Committee of the Commons; and Anſwer'd ſeveral Queſtions lon 


and various, and wou'd not be thought to prevaricate, having no Copy o 
what he had before Sworn, * F 


He then own'd he had dispos d of two Sums, 60001. to Colonel Monree 
at 275, and 1cool. to Mr. Banks at 310, both of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, he took Mr. Banks's Note for the Payment of the Money, and 
gave him a Note that the Stock ſhould be deliver'd, and the Money was 
paid ſoon after it became due, and he gave it to Mr. Knight ; he (this Exa- 
minant) did not tell him whoſe Stock 1t was,wherefore Mr. Banks thought 
*twas his own, he believes, but has told him ſince the Seſſion, twas the Com- 
pany's Stock. 5 
Sir John being ask'd if he offer d to put another Name in his ſtead, he 
believes he did, and that Mr. Banks ſaid, it might ſtand in his own Name; 
he likewiſe ſaid, he believ d the Colonel did not know twas the Compa- 
ny's Stock, he having never told him twas, as he remembers, " 


Ask d if the Practice of taking in Stock was Reſolv'd on by the Dire- 


2 and Anſwers, He can t ſay ir, but ond they might have Conſulted 
about it. a : : 


He was directed to call to Memory all ſuch as he Tranſacted for, 
or what any other of the Directors did of that kind. er. 
And ſays, tis impoſſible for him to Recollect ; repeated that he has been 
under Examination before to this Matter in another Place, and therefore 
hopes to be excus d Anſwering, left his Evidence ſhould differ. 


And being requir d to give an Account, if other Directots did not Con- 
ſult him about Matters of this Nature; he makes the ſame Excuſe as to 
his being Examin'd in another Place, and declin d to Anſwer. 


Fe is again directed to withdraw. 
Propoſed to call him in again, and ask him, if he did not take Stock in, 


N Perſon in the Adminſtration, he Naming before only two of the 
uſe of Commons, and being call d in and ask d accordingly, iy, be 


[13]. 
does not remember he did ſell or take in any Stock, for any Perſon 
in the Adminiſtration. 


The laſt Queſtion but one being again ask'd him, ſays, he would be 
very loth to offend this Auguſt Body, and wou'd be glad he cou'd get a 
Copy of what he has Swore in another Place; whereupon he was told, 
if he did not Anſwer *twould be Reported ſo to the Houſe, he hop'd he 
2 have Indulgence, declaring he would do nothing to create Of- 
ence. | 


Ask'd if he had any other Reaſon for his Refuſal than that he has atrea- 
dy given, and ſays no other than his being Examin'd by the Committee or 
Commons; but it being inſiſted on he ſhould Anſwer, he ſtill hop'd for 
Indulgence in refering to his former Examination. 


He was then ask'd if any Perſon had adviſed or directed him directly 
or indirectly, to refuſe to give an Account of what he was before ask'd, 
as to his taking in, or Selling Stock to any in the Adminiſtration, or 
Members of either Houſe, and ſays No. | 


Ask'd whether he knows of any other Directors or their Officers, that 
have Sold or taken in Stock for any in the Adminiſtration, or Members 
of either Houſe, and ſays, he has before given an Account, and again 
deſires to refer to his Examination before the Secret Commitee ot the 


Commons, ä 


Ask d if he knew or had heard of any Stock taken in, or to be taken in 
for any Perſon in the Treaſury, and declining to Anſwer he was peremp- 
torily ask d, whether he wou'd Anſwer or no; and ſays, he is ſenſible of 
the Danger of falling under their Lordſhips Diſpleaſute, and wou'd 
gladly be excus d. 


| Thebit being infited on he herd withdraw, he withdrew according- 
Y 


Propoſed this Matter be Reported to the Houſe, alſo Propoſed Sir 
Fobn Blunt be again call'd in, whereupon, a Motion being made and the 
Queſtion being put, that the ſaid Sir John be now call'd in, 


It was Reſolved in the Affirmative. 


Call'd in accordingly, and ask'd the laſt Queſtion, and ſays, he did 
not Sell Stock to any of them, nor knows of any Sold to any Perſon of 
the Treaſury, and *rwas a hard thing to be put to Speak upon hearſay. 


He is again directed to withdraw, 


p nary 7. 1720. 

Sir John Fellows call'd in, and Ak * following Queſtion, viz. Do 
you know, or. have you heard of any Perſon in the Adminiſtration, or 
the King's Service, or that is a Member of either Houſe of Parliament, 
that has had any Stock given to him, or promis d him, or taken in for him? 
And Anſwers : I hope to be indulg'd fo as not to be ask d any Queſtions 
which may ſubject me to any Penalties upon my ſelf: I have been very 
much in Diſorder in my Health, and am fo ſtill ; have heard ſeveral Votes 
of Cenſure have been paſs'd in my Abſence, therefore beg to know how 
far I ſhould anſwer. I have been much affected as to my Memory, and 
am in wr 7 ogy cm of the Lords how far I ſhould anſwer that may af- 
fect my ſelf; I was in the Spring and in the Summer very much affected in 


my Head, and am fo ſtill. : * 


$S-P 


Asked the above mentioned Queſtion, as to what he had heard, and 
ſays, I do not know of any; I cant ſay I have heard of any in the Adm. 
niſtration that have; I do not remember to have heard of any, I can't 
charge my Memory with it; I do not know of any Perſon; I have been 
out of Order; I did not Tranſact Affairs of that Nature with any Mem- 
bers of either Houſe : Ihope youll give me time to Conſider, and refreth 
my Memory; Your Lordſhips were pleas'd to Indulge me before, I deſire 
to be indulg'd to conſider of this. 


Mr. Joy call'd in and ask'd the ſame Queſtion as Sir John Fellows, and 
Anſwers, I do not know of any; I did hear Mr. Knight ſay a great while 
ago, about Nine Months ago, my Lord Sunderland was to have ſome, and 
asking him how could that be, who could give Order for it, Mr. Anygbt 
ſaid it was not for himſelf, but in Truſt for ſome Friends; and ſince this 
Enquiry, asking Mr. Knight if my Lord Sunderland had had any Stock, 
he anſwer'd very poſitively, No ; whereupon, I ſaying are you ſure of ir, 
he ſaid he was ſure of it, or Words to that Effect. 


Ask'd if he knew what Quantity of Stock it was? And ſays, I can't 
charge my Memory, whether Mr. An7ght thould ſay 30000 J. or 10000017. 


Ask d whether any Body was preſent at thoſe Diſcourſes, and ſays, I 
apprehend there was no Body preſent that could hear them. 


Ask'd what gave Riſe to their Diſcourſe, and ſays, Mr..Amght ſpoke 
to me directly, without previous Converſation the firſt Time; the ſecond 
Time without any thing previous, Lask d Mr. Knight if my Lord Sunderland 


had had any Stock, and he ſaid poſitively, No. 


Askd, whether upon the firſt Converſation any thing more paſt, and 
ſays, to the beſt of my Remembrance, I had no other Converſation with 
Mr. Anigbt the firſt Time. | 


Ask'd whether before the firſt Converſation, any Diſpute had paſt between 
Mr. Knight and himſelf, for taking in Stock for any Perſon whatſoever, 
and ſays ſometime before, Mr. Knzght told me he thought it would be an 
Advantageous Thing for the Company to ſell ſome Stock; | ask'd him if the 
Company had Stock, and he told me they had ſome, about 250001, or 
300001. and 100000 J. in his own Name; I had a ſecond Converſation 
with him to the ſame Purpoſe. | © 


Aſſed if it was mention d in the Second Converſation that my Lord 
Sunderland was to have ſome, and ſays it was not; I believe it was a Fort- 
night or Three Weeks after. | 


Aſk'd if he does not not know my LordfJeymbam was charg'd with a 
Sum, as a Defaulter in the Third Subſcription, and ſays, I believe my 
Lord Teynbam is unjuſtly charg'd as a Defaulter by ſome Miſtake or other, 


but do not know how it happens. 


Aſk'd if he had heard of any other Perſon for whom Stock was taken in, 
and ſays, Mr. Secretary Craggs, Sir John Fellowes and-my ſelf, waited on 
the Dutcheſs of Kendall, acquainting her, that Mr. Knight would provide 
her 8 or 10000 J. Stock, and her two Nieces 5000 J. a Piece, as I remember; 
the Counteſs of Plat, 8 or 10000 J. at 1501. per Cent, they paying the 
Money for it; which Mr. Anight inform'd us was the Market Price. 


Aſk'd if he knew when this was, and ſays, [can't recollect when it was, 


but asking Mr. Knight ſometime ſince, Whether theſe Ladies had the _ 
e 


Is } 


He aſſured me that the Dutcheſs and her two Nieces never had the Stock, 
as to the other Lady he ſpoke more doubtful. 


Ask'd whether the Ladies had the Difference of the Stock, and ſays 1 
never heard that they had. 
Charles Joye. 


Sir Robert Chaplyn call d in, and ask d the firſt Queſtion, and ſays, 


Mr. Rolt and my ſelf borrow'd Money of Mr. Knight to buy 100001. 
Stock, he ſent us an Account of the buying of the Stock at 174 and half. 
We kept it, about a Fortnight, and then order'd him to ſell it; he ſent me 
an Account of the Sale, which Account is before the Secret Committee of 
the Commons. The Sales amounted to 197 at an Average: This is all that 
I know relating to that Queſtion. I took it for Mr. Kzight's own Money; 
uu we made up the Account, Mr. Knight charg'd Brokerage and Trans- 

ers. 


Ask'd whether he had at any time told any Gentleman of the Houſe of 
Commons he might have Stock, and ſays, No; And knows not that 
any other Perſon made ſuch Offer toany Member of either Houſe. 


Ask'd if any Intereſt was charg'd, and ſays, he thinks there was. 


The Stock was Bought in February, and Sold ſometime in March. 
Robert Chaplin. 


Mr. Eyles call'd in and ask'd the ſame Queſtion, and ſays, I know of 
no Stock given to, promis'd, or taken in for any Perſon in the Adminiſtra- 
tion, or any Member of either Houſe of Parliament; nor have heard of 


any. 
Francis Eyles. 


Mr. Gibbon call'd in and ask'd the ſame Queſtion, and ſays, I don't 
know any thing of my own Knowledge. Mr. Aight did tell me the 
beginning of laſt Year, that he was to favoly my Lord Sunderland with 
50000 I. Stock, I never heard any thing further of it afterwards, nor 
what was done in it. | | 1 1 


J 
Ask d if any Body elſe was preſent, and ſays, no Body ſo as to hear. 


Ask'd if he had any Diſcourſe with Mr. Knight more than Once, and 
ſays, none as I remember. | 


Ask'd what previous Diſcourſe had you with Mr. Anight, and ſays, [don't 
remember any other particular Diſcourſe at that Time. 0 A⁰ 


Ask d what he meant by the beginning of laſt Year, and ſays, it was 
in February, as believe. a Ts | . 7 


Ask d if Mr. Knight ſaid this any more than Once, and ſays, I do not 
remember he mention d it more than Once. | | | 75 


Asked where it was, and ſays, inthe South-Sea Houſe, 
Ask d if any other were in the Room, and ſays, none that could heat it. 
Ask'd if he ever ſaw in any of the Accounts paſs'd, any thing that could 


lead him to think my Lord Sunderland had that Stock; and ſays, I never 


ſaw any thing in the Books that could lead me to think his — — 
it. SK 


a6 || | 
Ask'd if the Account of Stock ſold is fictitious, and ſays, I don't know 


any thing of my own Knowledge, I believe there are ſeveral Sums Tranſ- 
acted in other Naines than are ſet down in that Account. 


Asked if he ever heard afterwards, that Stock was not taken in for my 
Lord Sunderland, and ſays, I have heard Mr. Foy ſay fo, but don't remem- 
ber I heard any Body elle fay fo. | | 


Ask'd when was it Mr. Foy told you fo, and ſays, I can't recolle& the 
Time, twas ſince this Enquiry. 


Ask'd when Mr. Anight told you he would ſupply Stock for my Lord 
Sunderland, what Anſwer did you make, and ſays, I don't remember what 
paſs'd at that time further. | | 


Asked if he ever had any Diſcourſe with Mr. Knight about the taking 
in of Stock for carrying on the Intereſt of the Company, and ſays, I 
don't remember any Diſcourſe of that Nature. 


Ask'd if he thought any Stock could have been Bought or taken in for 
any Perſon on Account of the Company, without coming to his Know- 
ledge firſt or laſt; and ſays, I never knew that any Stock was taken in for 
any Perſon on Account of the Company. 


Ask d if he ever ſaw any Account in the Treaſury or elſewhere, belong- 
ing to the Company, out of which, the Account of Stock Sold is Com- 


pos d; and ſays, I never ſaw asI remember, any Account out of which that 
Account was Compoſed. | 


Ask d whether it was poſſible ſuch a Tranſaction could be without 
coming to his Knowledge, and ſays, It was very poſſible, he not being of 
-_ ; "ag of, nor having any thing to do with paſhng Accounts of 
that Nature. 


Ask d if he had ever been call'd in to beadviſed with by the Committee 
of Treaſury, and ſays, I have twice or thrice upon particular Tranſactions, 
there has been other Buſineſs done when my Name 1s enter'd after I have 
been gone away, which I never heard of till lately. 


Ask'd whether the Committee for the Bill did not confer among them- 
ſelves about taking in of Stock for carrying on the Intereſt of the Company ; 
and ſays, all that I underſtood of the Nature of that Committee was, that 
it was to attend Mr. Lownds and Counſel, to ſee that the Bill was drawn 
according to the Propoſitions of the Company accepted by the Commons, 
and don't remember any Converſation in the Committee, for taking in of 
Stock for carrying on the Intereſt of the Company. 


Ask d what particular Occaſions he was call'd into the Committee of 
Treaſury for, and ſays, One was when the Exchange fell for Holland, the 
Committee deſir'd me to be one, to draw Money for Holland to ſupport it, 
Another Occaſion was, they deſir'd me to go up to the Treaſury to Tranſ- 
act ſome Buſineſs, which, when I came up, I found was the Buying Stock 
to ſupport the Price, and tho'I was againſt doing of it, yet my Name is 
put down there, Oy | f 

E. Gibbon. 


Mr. Houlditch call'd in and ask d the ſame Queſtion, and ſays, a few 
Days before the Paſſing of the Act, I was a coming to this End of the 
Town with Mr. &ght the Treaſurer, and I told him that I heard he — 

| part 
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parted with ſeveral Parcels of Stock, and he told me he had, but it I 

leas'd I might accommodate three or four Friends at the Market Price, 

ad he would take Care to deliver it. The next Duy- I was at Garrawy's 
Coffee-Houſe, and a Gentleman came to me and ſaid, that a Friend of his 
and ſent ro Borrow ſome —_ in Order to Buy 20001. Stock, but he 
w1ith'd I would be ſo kind to Buy it for him; whereupon, I told him, 
that | would Buy that Quantity for him, and then he carried me to Gene- 
ral Webb, who was at Garrawy's, and ſo gave it him at the Market Price, 
which was 273 per Cent. then I went to Mr. Nuigbt, and told him of it, 
who ſaid, twas very well, he would take Care to deliver it him; upon 
which, 1 ſign'd a Note to General Vebb to delivet hich the Stock, and he 
ſign'd a Note to Accept and Pay the 2 for the ſame. Some time after 
he came to me and I carried him to Mr. Knigbe, and left em together, in 
Order for his taking the Stock of Mr. Anight; General Webb I believe 
knew nothing but that he had the Stock of me; This is all I know, relating 
to this Article. 


The ſame Day, or the Day following, there was one Captain Cartwright 
that I ſpard 2000 J. to, at the Market Price, which, to the beſt of my 
Memory was 280 per Cent. I carried him to Mr. Anight, and ſuppoſe he 
took the Stock of him, I left them together, and never heard but that he 
did. I believe Mr. Cartwright knew nothing but that he had the Stock of 
me, or Mr. Knight. Then a few Days afterwards, I was in the Court of 
Requeſts, being going our of Town, and met a Gentleman who told me 
my Country man Mr. Harvey of Comb deſird to Buy 1000 l. Stock, and 
the Gentleman ſaid to him, I believe Mr. Houlditch will Buy it for him, 
upon which, Mr. Harvey ſaid, I will Mortgage my Eſtate to you for Secu- 
rity, then I ſaid to him, there was no Occaſion for him to put himſelf to 
the Charge of a Mortgage, I did not doubt but he would pay for it ho- 
neſtly ; after this he ſent his Goldſmith to me to accept the Stock, whom 
I carried to Mr. Mrigbt, and believe he accepted of the Stock and paid 
him for the ſame; This is all I have to Members of the Houſe of 
Commons; I never had any Conference with any Perſon in the Admini- 
ſtration in Relation to their having Stock, He was then askd as to what 
he had heard, and ſays, I was one Day with Mr. Knight, who told me 
there were large Parcels of Stock that had been parted with by him atthe 
Market Price, and told me of a Sum of 50000 J. that was to be, or was 
reſerved for a Noble Lord in a high Station; but that ſome time after- 
wards, mentioning it to him again, he ſaid, it did not go that way but 
ſome other way; beſides that, Mr. Knight told me a deſerving Perſon was 
to have 200001. at the Market Price, but did not mention his Name. The 
Day following, Mr. Auigbt mention'd to me another Sum of 1eor 1 2000 J. 
| which upon Diſcourſe, occaſion'd me to believe was for Mr. Charles Stan- 
hope, but do not know, whether he or any other Perſons had thoſe large 
Sums. At another time, a few Days afterwards, Mr. Knight ſaid, another 
Sum of about 40000 I. was to be reſerv'd for ſome Perſon or Perſons very 
neat the King, but did not heat their Names mention'd, nor do I know 
whether they ever had the Stock. When the Account of Stock Sold was 
laid before the Court of Directors I was Sick, and never ſaw or read one 
Name that was therein. I have acquainted your Lordſhips with all I 
know relating to this Matter. I believe both General Vebb and Captain 
Cartwright paid the Money for the Stock. « 


Ask'd how he came to think the 10 or 120001. Stock afore mention d 
was for Mr. Charles Stanhope, and ſays, I preſſing Mr. Might to know who 
that Stuck was for, he told me twas for one of the Secretaries, whereup- 
on] as king him if *twas for Mr. Lowndes, he told me'twas not, which is 
all the Reaſon I had to believe it was for Mr. Charles Stanhope. 

| | Richard Houlditch 


F Sir 


Cw) 


Sir Villiam Chapman call'd in, and ask'd the ſame Queſtion ; and ſays, I 
do not know, nor have ever heard, of any Perſon in the Adminiſtration, or 
any Member of either Houſe of Parliament, that bas had any Stock 
given to him, or promis d him, or taken in tor him. 


William Chapman. 


Mr. Cheſter call'd in and ask'd the ſame Queſtion; and ſays, I don't 
know, or have heard of any Stock that has been given to, promis'd or ta- 
ken in for any Perſon in the Adminiſtration, or any Member of either 
Houſe of Parliament, other than what is put down in the Account laid 
before this Houſe of Stock ſold, of Tranſactions done by my ſelf to the 


beſt of my Remembrance. | 
Robert Cheſter. 


Mr. Hawes ask'd the ſame Queſtion, and ſays, I know nothing more 
than what I acquainted your Lordſhips with, when I was at the Bar. 


But being bid to mention the Matter again, ſays, my Lord Finch ſi 
to me about the taking in of 5000 J. Stock tor ham, which was Bought by 
a Broker, which his Lordſhip deſir d I would take in, but could not my 
ſelf, ſo ſpoke to Mc. Knight who took it from the Broker, and 
"twas afterwards ſettled by my Lord Finch and Mr. Knight. 


Ask'd whether the Principal and Intereſt of that Money was paid, and 
fays, I believe it was. | 


Ask'd if this Tranſaction was durin the paſſing of the Bill ar after - 
wards, and ſays, I believe it was before the paſſing of the Bill. 


Ask d, are y on poſitive theStock was Bought by a Broker, and ſays, I 
am poſitive the Stock was was Bought by a Broker. 


Asked if the Stock was actually Transferr'd by a Broker, whether the 
Company could be a loſer by it, and fays, the Company could not. 


Askd if he knew of any other for whom Stock was taken in, and ſays, 
Mr. Knight acquainted me ſometime ago, that he had taken in, or held 
Stock for Mr. 4:flabie, but what Sum it was, or how ſettled, he did not 


know. . 


ASk'd if be did any Thing for Mr. 4i/1bie himſelf, and ſays, I did 
Buy about 20 or 30000 l. in December or Funny laſt, at about 340 per 
Cent. I do not know certainly the Price of the Firſt, but believe it was 


at about 130. 


Ask d in what manner this Tranſaction was, and ſays, the Stock was 
paid for by me out of Mr. Aiſſabies Money, an Accounts depending be- 
tween us, and the Stock was taken in and paid for at the Current Market 


Price. ' 


Ask d what Time Mr. Knight took the Stock in, and ſays, Mr. Knight 
mentioned it to me about four Months ago, but he did not then mention 
the Time, and I don't know near what Time it was, nor what the Sum 


was. - 


Ask'd if he is ſure the Stock Bought for Mr. 4;/labie was not paid for 
out of the Publick Money, and ſays, he is ſure it was not. 


Ask d 


Fa) 
Ask d if he knew whether Mr, Knight kept any Caſh or Money of Mr. 
Aiſabie's, and ſays, he does not know. | 
4 Francis Hawes. 


Sir Theodore Fanſſon ack d the ſame Queſtion ; and ſiys; I never heard of 
any Stock that was diſpoſed of to any Perſon in the Adminiſtration, or any 
Member of this Honourable Houle. 


Mr. Travers ſitting by me in the Houſe of Commons, as&'d me what I 
thought of the Sout h- Sea Stock, I told him I could not tell, but had my 
ſelf fold 2 or 3 Parcels ſince the Scheme was in the Houſe: He ſaid he 
thought it would riſe ſpeedily, and further ſaid, be had ſome Bank Stock 
he would ſell and turn into Scut h- Sea Stock; that he heard that 
Mr. Knight fold ſome, I told him! knew nothing of it; he defir'd me to 
ſpeak to him, he not knowing him; and ſeeing Mr. Knight pou the Steps 
by the Speaker s Chamber, I ask'd him if he had Stock to fell ; he ſaid, 
to oblige a Friend he would ſell ſome, and asking who it was, I told him 
Mr. Travers, who afterwards ſpoke to Mr. Auigbt, and ſome time after 
told me he had done his Buſineſs with Mr. Axigbt for 20001. and had 
paid hun the Money for it. This is all that I know of Stock ſold. 
| Theodore Far ſſun. 


Mr. Sawbridge ask d the ſame Queſtion, and ſays, I do not know, nor 
have I heard of any Stock given to, promis'd, or taken in for any Perſon 
in the Adininiſtration, nor do I know, nor have I heard of any Stock 
given to, promis'd, or taken in for any Member of either Houſe of Par- 
lament, except 55000 J. which was for the fole Uſe of my ſelf and 


Partners. | | 
Jacob Sawbridge. 


|  . - ,. February 10. 1720. 3 > paler. 
Sir Lambert Blackwell ask d the fame Queſtion; and ſays, I knowof no 
Stock given to, promis'd, or taken in for any Perſon in the Adminiſtrati- 
on, or this Honourable Houſe. mY 


I did acquaint your Lordfhips before, that 1000 L. was taken in for Sir 
Wilfred Lawſon by Mr. Knight. Mr. Forreſter is unjuſtly. charg d in the 
Book with 1000 J. Stock, which Mr. Jobn Mark deſir d he tight have 
Money lent for a ſhort Time, upon the ſaid Mark's Security for Re-pay- 
ment. The ſaid Mr. Mark is ready upon Oath to declare, that he did re- 
pay the Money with Intereſt, for the ſhort Time that he Borrowed it for, 
and that Mr. Forrefter ſtands unjuſtly charg'd with that Sum in the Ac- 
count of Stock fold. 


I have nothing further to ſay on this Queſtion. 


Ask'd if he knew whether the 10001, was taken in for Sir Wilfred 
| Lawſon, and ſays, he believes it was taken in for him. 


Ask d if he told Sir Wilfred of it, and ſays, Sir Vilſrad was preſent 
when I receiv'd my Anſwer from Mr. Knight, that he would lend him the 
Money of take in the Stock. 


Ask'd what Time this Tranſaftion was, and ſays, I was at Garraway's 


Coffee- Houſe _— welve — or = or about Febrnary, 1 do declare it 
was an innocent Thing in Sir Wilfred Lawſon. 
* 4 5 Lambert Blackwell, 
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Sir John Lambert ask'd the ſame Qneſtion ; and ſays, I don't know of 
any Stock that has been taken in for any Perſon in the Ad miniſtration, or 


any Member of either Houſe of Parliament, nor have I heard of any. 
John Lambert. 


Mr. Afell ask'd the ſame Queſtion, and ſays, I do not know, nor have 
I heard of any Stock that has been given to, promisd, or taken 
in for any Perſon in the Adminiſtration, or any Member of either Houſe 
of Parliament, but what J heard Sii Lan bert Blackwell and Sir Robert 
Chaplin mention in this Honourable Houute. 


He is ſhew*d the Account laid before the Houſe from the Bank of the 
Caſh Account between that Company and the Soath-Sza Company, and 
lays, | 


Upon looking over the Book of Mr. Knight's Draughts upon the Bank, 
I ſaw one Draught Dated the 18:h of April, 1720, pay able to Fobn Aiſla- 
bie, Eſq; of 273781. 19 5. 6d. I believe the Figures were in the Side ot the 
Book, and made by Mr. Kright's own Hand, another Draught ſome time 
after of 5000 I. The 2cth of September one Draught of 47cc l. and one of 
861 all theſe in Mr. Aiſſabie's Name. The 27th of May following to Mrs. 
Judith A:flabie, 25031 The 18th of April, to Mr. Charles Stanhope, 62621. 
13 3. The 17th of Afay, 13859 I. About the 3oth of the ſame Month 
Wis 9 The 4th of Auguft 4865 J. all in the ſame Name of Mr. Charles 

anbope. 


Ask diif he knew of other Names. 


Mentions Shelton Calmady, 2180 J. 6s. the 26th of April. Patrick Hal. 
dane 3035 l. May the 25th. John Burridge, 2375. Alay the 27th William 
Farrer, 2195 l. June the gth James Crags 5000 l. Fune the roth 805 1. 135, 
The ſame Name the 13thof that Month. 


This 1s all that was remarkable, but I don't know whether theſe Names 
are fictitious, or the Sums really paid to em. 


Ask'd if he knew of any Sum there contain'd, oo as a Ballance of 
Accounts for Stock Pought, Sold, or taken in, and ſays, I don't know 
that any of the preceding Sums were for the Ballance, or in part of a 
Ballance of Stock Sold or taken in, being no way privy to the Tranſ- 
action, but only have ſeen the Book of Draughts. | 


Ask'd if he knew it of any other Sums in that Book paid as a Ballance 
for Stock fold or taken in; and ſays; I find the 19:h of May two Notes 
drawn to Sir Robert Chaplin of 1117 l. 6 s, which Sir Robert told me was 
for the Ballance on the ſettling the 5000 l. Stock for himfelf and 5000 l. 
Stock for Mr. Ro/t. | 


Mentions a Note payable to Sir Robert Chaplin of 11732 J. 10s. which 
Sir Robert declares was not for his Uſe, 


Ask'd if he could recolle& for whoſe Uſe that Note was drawn, and 
ſays, Sir Robert enquir'd into the Fatt, and found the Note was paid to 
the Sword Blade Company on Account of Stock taken in by them, either 
for Mr. Knight or Mr. Surman, that he was no way concern'd therein, and 
ſhew'd me a Certificate from Mr. Surman for that Purpoſe. 


Ask'd if he remembers, or can tell, how the 30000 l. charg'd to the Duke 
of Portland was paid, or by whom; and ſays, I can't tell any thing * | 


[ 21 | 1 | 
Ask'd when fictitious Names are uſed, if it is probable the Names of 
Members of either Houſe of Parliament ſhould be ſo uſed; and fays, I 


cant anſwer directly to that, but the Name of dir Robert Chaplin being 
fictitiouſly us d, makes me cautious in Anſwering. 


Ask'd if he knew of any ſuch fictitious Names uſed when Members were 
not Directors; and ſays, I can't anſwer this Queſtion knowing nothing 
of the Matter. | 


Ask d whether, if from any Obſervations,from any thing you have heard, 
you know of any Sums contain'd in the Account from the Bank, paid as a 
Ballance of Accounts for Stock Boughr, Sold, or taken in; And ſays, I 
have not heard of any thing of any particular Sums, or Perſons, but in the 
Caſe of Sir Robert Chaplin and Mr. Rolt. 


William Afeell, 


Mr. Child ask d the ſame Queſtion ; and ſays, I have not known of any 
thing, nor have I heard of any particular Tranſaction of that kind. 
Stephen Child. 


Mr. Surmanask'd the ſame Queſtion ; and ſays, I don't of my certain 
Knowledge, know of any Perſon in the Adminiſtration, or any Member 
of either Houſe of Parliament, that has had any Stock given to him, or 

romis'd him, or taken in for him, excepting the Accouut of Stock fold 
Jaid before this Houſe, 


Ask'd if he had heard of any; and ſays, Mr. Knight ſoon after the 
Stock was enter'd in the Company's Books, has told me twas an Affair of 
a private Nature, and that part of it was diſposd of to People of Di- 
ſtinction, without naming any Name to me. 


He is ſhew'd the Book laid before the Houſe by the Bank, and ask d as 
to the the Sum of 307771. 10s. 6d. mention d to the Duke of Portland; 
and ſays, he knows nothing of that Sum being there mention'd, 


Ask'd as to South Sea Bonds in Relation to the Duke of Portland, and 
ſays, there was a Tranſaction of ſome South. Sea Bonds in relation to his 


- 


Grace, but knowsnothing of the Particulars of it. | 


Ask'd whether be does not remember Mr. Travers was brought by Mr, 
Knight to him, to receive South-Sea Stock, and whether Mr. Travers did not 
Pay the Money at the ſame time he had the Transfer of the Stock; and 
ſays, by Direction of Mr. Knight, I did Transfer ſome Stock, I believe 
20001. to Mr. Travers, and he paid the Sum directed by Mr. Knight to be 
receiv d for the ſaid Stock, but how much the Sum was I don't know; 


Ask'd if that Sum mention'd to the Duke of Portland, was not paid in dif: 
charge of Bonds left with Mr. Amght z and ſays; I don't temember the 
Particulars of that Tranſaction. 


Ask d whether the 6000 I. Stock mention d in the Account of Stock ſold, . 
to be fold for Mr. Ve, was not exchanged for 700 J. per mum Annuities; 
and ſays, Mr. Veſ did apply to Mr. Knight, deſiring that he would Pur- 
chaſe the Annuities of him at the Current Price they were then at, and de- 
fire him to give as much South. Sea Stock as the Annuities would Purchaſe 


at the Current Price the Stock was then at, which 1 remember was done 
about the ſame Time. | 


February 11, 1920. 2 5 
Mr. De la Port and the others under written, were call'd in and ask'd 
the following Queſtion. G | Do 


R Surman. 
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Do you know, or have you heard of any Perſon in the Adminiſtration, 
or the King's Service, or that is a Member of either Houſe of Parliament, 
that has had any Stook given to him, or Promis'd him, or taken in tor 
him; and they all ſeverally anſwer'd, That they never knew of any Stock 
given to, promis d, or taken in for any Perſon in the Adminiſtration, or 
 theKing's Service, ora Member of either Houſe of Parliament, nor ever 
heard of any, except by Common Fame, ſince this Enquiry. 


PETER DE LA PORTE. WILLIAM M ORLEY. 
JAMES EDMUNDSON. AMBROSE PAGE, 
WILLIAM HAMOND. H. RAYMOND. 

+ RICHARD HORSEY. T. REYNOLDS. 
Jacos ]ACoBSON. SAMUEL READ, Jun. 
ARTHUR INGRAM , WILLIAM TILLARD. 
HARCOURT MASTER. Jo. TURNER. 


February 14. 1720. | 
Mr. Grigsby ask'd the ſame Queſtion ; and ſays, I neither know nor 
have beard oi any Stock, given to, promis d, or taken in for any Perſon 
in the Adminiſtration, or King's Service, or any Member of either Houſe 
of Parliament. 
F. Grigsby. 


| | Reported and Order d to be enter'd in the Journal. 
Houſe of Peers, 7uly 11, 1721. 


2 HE Lords having enter'd upon the Conſideration of the Bill, Enti- 
tled, an Act for raiſing Money upon the Eſtates of the late Sub- 
Governor, Deputy Governor, Directors, Caſhier, Deputy Caſhier, and 
Accomptants of the South - Sea Company; and of Job» Aiſlabie Eſq; and 
| | likewiſe of James Craggs Senior, Efq; Deceas d, towards making good the 
8 great Loſs and Damage ſuſtain d by the ſaid Company, &c. And having 


S: — — — — 


read the ſame a firſt and ſecond Time, Committed it; and the Matters of 
Fact ſuggeſted in the ſaid Bill, as the Ground and Foundation upon which 
it ſeems to have proceeded in the Honſe of Commons, fo far as the ſame 
relates to the ld John 4iſlabie, and the ſaid James Craggs, not appearing ſuf- 
fciently before the Lords, their Lordſhips have deſir d this Conference, that 
they may have the Aſſiſtance of the Commons, in order to have the State of 
the ſaid Matters of Fact mote fully laid before their Lordſhips. 


Juh 12. 
ORDER D, | wy = 
That a Meſſage be ſent to the Houſe of Commons, to defire a preſent 
Conference with that Houſe in the Painted Chamber upon the ſubject Mat- 
ter of the Bill, for raiſing Money out of the Eſtates of the late Dirgctors. 
c. The Meſſengers ſent to the Houſe of Commons, return Anſwer, that 
the Commons will give a preſent Conference as deſired. 


The Lords went to the Conference, which being ended, the Houſe was 
reſumed. And the Lord Preſident reported, that the Managers had met the 
2 at the Conference, and deliver d to them what they were com- 


Jah 14. 
A Meſſage was brought from the Commons to deſire a Conference upon 
the Subject Matter of the laſt Conference, to which the Houſe agree d, = 
N | the 


3 
the Meſſengers were calld in, and told, that the Lords do agree to a Con- 
terence as as deſired, and appoint it preſently in the Painted Chamber. 


The Houſe being inform'd, that the Managers for the Commons were 
ready, the Lords went to the Conference, which being ended, the Houſe 
was reſum d, and che Lord Preſident Reported, That the Managers had 
been ar the Conterence, and had receiv'd from the Managers tor the Com- 
mons, a Paper in Writing, containing, a State of the ſeveral Matters of 
Fact, ſuggeſted in the Bill tor Relief of the South. Sea Company, ſo far as 
it relates to Mr. Aiſlabie and Mr. Crazgs, Sen. Deceas'd, as the Ground and 
Foundation upon which the Bill proceeded in that Houſe, 


Which Report was read by the Clark. 


Deliver d by the Commons at a Conference, Fuly 14. 
Your Lordihips having deſir d ai a Conterence, that the Commons 
would acquaint you with the Matters of Fact, upon which, the Bill, (En- 
titled, an Act for raiſing Money upon the Eſtates of the late Sub-Gover- 
nor, Deputy-Governor, Directois, Cathire, Deputy Cathier of the South- 
Sea Company, and of Jobs A:ſiabie Eſq; and likewiſe of j ames Craggs,Sen. 
Eſq, Deceas d; towards making good the great Loſs an. Damage ſuſtain- 
ed by the ſaid Company, and for diſabling ſuch of the ſaid Perſons as are 
living, to hold any Office, or Place ot Truſt, under the Crown. or to fit or 
Vote in Parliament for the future, and for other Purpoſes in the ſaid Act 
expreſs d) ſo far as the ſame relates to the ſaid Fobn Aifl:bie, and to the 
ſaid Fames Craggs, was grounded, 


The Commons have commanded us to acquaint your Lordſhips; that the 
ſaid Matters of Fact fo ſuggeſted in the ſaid Bill, are relative to the Mat- 
ters of Fact ſuggeſted in the former Part of the Preamble of the Bill, and 
will be explain d thereby, ard for your Lorpſhips further Satisfaction, 
we are commanded by the Commons to acquaint your Lordſhips, that the 
Bill, fo tar as it relates to the ſaid John Aiſſubie, beſides the Notoriety of 
Facts, was grounded as well upon Proof, as the Confeſſion of Mr. Aiflabie, 


As to the Confeſſion of Mr. Aiſabie, we are commanded by the Com- 
mons, to affirm in their Names to your Lordſhp's, that Mr. Aiflabie did in 
his Place confeſs, that upon the 3d and 19th Days of December 1719, 
22000 J. Soutb-Sea Stock was Bought by Mr. Robert Knight late Caſhire of 
the South-Sea Company, for him, the ſaid Mr. Aiflabie, and Mr. 45/labie 

wered in to the Commons, a Paper of the Hand writing of Mr. 
right, containing part of an Account in the Words following, viz. 


| | | 6 with. 
December 3. To South-Sea Stock Bought 10000 J. at 123. 12300 oo o 
19. * Bought more — —— — 120001. at 126*. 15180 00 00 


To: per Cent. uu Strode on 22000 27 10 oo 
To; Part 217 J. 10s, Coſt as above. 108 15 o 

24. To Caſn paid bac 183 15 00 
| | 27800 00 00 


oa | 3 
December 10. Receiv d in Bank Notes. —— — 12300 
| Receiv'd more in fol] —— — — — 15500 
| 27800 
We are alſo commanded to acquaint your Lordſhips, that the Commons 
having receiv'd Information, that Mr. Francis Hawes, (one of the _— 
| rectors 


2 


rectors of the South Sea Company) had negotiated very large Sums for 
Mr. Aiſlabie, and had De tor a Conſiderable Time paſt, in South Sea 
Stock with the ſaid Mr. 4:ſtabze, and that an Account thereof was kept in 
- a Book, of which Mr. 4iſlabie had a Duplicate, which Accounts were 
continued in that Book till ſome time in November laſt. The Commons did, 
on the 7th Day of March laſt, Order, that the ſaid Books ſhould be laid 
before them the next Morning, at the making of which Order, Mr. 4i/ 
Labie was preſent in his Place, and did nor object, or offer any thing to the 
Houſe that the ſame could not be comply'd with, but the next Day Mr. Ai. 
ſabe attending in his Place to make his Defence to the ſeveral Matters 
objected to him; an Obedience to that Order being required; Mr. 4iſlabie 
declar d, that Mr. Hawes if call d in, wou'd tell the Houſe, that Mr. 
Hawes with his own Hands committed the ſaid Book to the Fire, upon 
which, Mr. Hawes being call'd in and Examin'd, ſaid, that the ſaid Book 
was in the Beginning of November laſt upon Mr. Aiſſabie's preſſing Inſtan- 
ces deliver'd up by him to Mr. Aiſiabie, the ſame Book, and alſo the ſaid 
Duplicate thereof, kept by Mr. Aiſlabie, were both then Burnt together, part 
by Mr. Aiſlibie and part by himſelt, at Mr Aftabie's Inſtance, and that 
the Propoſal tor burning them came from Mr. Aiſſabie; and Hawes further 
ſaid,' he had not any Duplicate or Entry of what wascontain'd in the ſaid 


Book 


pe are further commanded to acquaint your Lordſhips, that upon the 
20th of January 1719, the Commons reſolv d,that their Houſe would upon 
the 22d of that Month, reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe 
to conſider of that Part of his Majeſty's Speech, which related to the Pub. 
lick Debrs, which the Houſe did accordingly ; and that afterwards, on the 
27th of January, the Houſe aga n refolv'd it ſelf into the ſaid Committee, 
and che Committee did then receive Propoſals from the South. Sea Compa- 
ny, for paying the Publick Debts. | 


4s for Proof, the ſeveral Perſons following, viz. Mr. Robert Surman 

Mr. Francis Hawes, Mr. Mathew Wymondeſold, Thomas Weddel Eſq, Sir Theo- 
dore Fanſſon, Sir Lambert Blackwell, Mr. Webfter, Mr. Kobert Knight, Sir 
Fobn Fellows, Sir Fobn Blunt, Mr. Fobn Falconbridge, Edmund Waller Eſq; 
Mr. Edward Gibbon, and Mr. Charles Foye were Examin'd, and did, in the 
Opinion of the Commons make out the Allegations in the ſaid Bill rela- 
ting to the ſaid Mr. Aiſlabie. 


The Commons have alſo commanded us to acquaint your Lordſhips, that 
the ſaid Bill, ſo far as it relates to the ſaid James Craggs, beſides the No- 
toriety of Facts, was grounded upon Proof, and that Mr Robert Surman, 
Sir Fobn Blunt, Mr. les Foye, Mr. Jacob Sawbridge, Sir George Caſwall, 
Mr. James Grammer, Mr. Mathew Wymondeſold, and Mr. Thomas Horne, did, 
in the Opinion ofthe Commons, make out the Allegations in the ſaid Bill, 
which relate to the ſaid James (agg. 


N | Juh 15. | 
The Lords took into Conſideration the Report of the Conference, and 
Yeſterday Order'd, that John Aiſſabie Eſq; be at Liberty to be heard in Per- 
ſon what he has to offer before the Committee of the wholeHouſe, ro whom 
the Bill for Relief of the Sufferers of the South-Se2 Company ftands com- 
mitted. | 


Then it being mov d, that certain Perſons, 29 in Number, mi ht be order d 
to attend as Witneſſes for Mr. Aiſſabie, *twas order'd, that ſuch of em as 
are not Members ſhould attend, and that Leave be deſired of the Commons 


for ſuch as are Members to attend. 
ORDER D, 


25 
ORDER, 5 | 
That the Coheirs and Adminiſtrators of Mr. Craggs, be heard by Coun- 
ſel before the ſaid Committee, | 


July 17. | 
The Lords ſent a Meſſage to the Commons, to deſire, that they would 
give leave to George Bailie, Richard Edgecombe, William Lowndes, Rich. 
ard Hampden, Charles Stanhope, George Delaval, Eſqs; Sir Robert Furneſe, 
Bart. and Edward Wortley Eſq; Members of their Houſe, to attend their 
Lordſhips, to be Examin'd as Witneſſes on Behalf of Mr. Aiſabie, return d 
Anſwer, that they will ſend an Anſwer by Meſſengers of their own. 


Fuly 18. , 


Mr. Aiſlabie was call'd in and heard, and the Witneſſes mention'd by 


the Commons at the Conference were examined, Mr. 4iſlabze being preſent, 


July 19. 
The Order being read for the Houſe ro be put into a Committee to 
take into further Conſideration the Bill for railing Money out of the E- 
ſtates of the late Directors &c. | 


ORDERD, | 

That Turner and Comp. commonly call'd the Sword-Blade Company; 
do lay before this Houſe to Morrow, their Books of Account, from Ali- 
chaelmas 1719 to Chriftmas 1720, with an Extract of all Tranſactions con- 
tain d in thoſe Books, within that Time with Mr. Aiſſabie and Mr. Waller, 
or either of em. | et nt * 


Mr. Aiſſabie being call'd in, was heard in Relation to the ſaid Bill, and 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Vymondeſold, Mr. Hawes, Mr. Surman, and Mr. Child were 


examin'd, which being over, Mr. Aiſſubie being alone was heard what 


he had to offer againſt Paſſing the ſaid Bill. Then Mr. 4flabie was call d 
in again, and aquainted with the Order for bringing the Books from the 
Sword-Blade Company, and being ask'd if he defired any Witneſſes to at. 
tend, he thereupon expreſs d his Ignorance of what might be contained in 
ſach Books, and therefore would be glad the Witneſſes might attend, leſt 
any thing ſhould ariſe, 


\ +» Miſp20. — | 
Elias Turner deliver'd the Accounts between Edmund i aller and the Sword 
Blade Company, with the Original Books out of which the ſame were ex- 
tracted. The Houſe put into a Committee on the Bill for raiſing Money 
out of the Eſtates of the late Directors c. and the Extracts of this Day de- 
liver'd, were read, and Mr. 4iſlabie, Mr. Waller, &c. were call'd in, and 
the Groſs Sum beingcaſt up, amounting to near 8000001. Mr. Aiſlabie was 
call'd in again, and told, if he had any thing further to offer to his Juſti- 
fication, he was at Liberty; and he having again ſpoke pretty largely and 
very much inſiſted on his Innocence, he withdrew, and that part of the 
Preamble of the Bill relating to him being read, the ſame was agreed to; 
then the next Clauſe in the Preamble, relating to the late Mr. Craggs being 
the Houſe was reſumed, and order d to be put into a Committee again 
on the faidBill to Morrow, and theAdminiſtrators of the ſaid Mr. Craggs were 
— — to be he heard by their Counſel on their Petition formerly 
preſented. e 


The Houſe was put into a Committee to take into further Conſideration 
the Bill for raiſing Money out of the late Directors, c. 


H And 


Tg — 
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| And the Council being calld in, | 8 


Mr. Surman, Sir John Blunt, Mr. Sawbridge, Sir George Caſwall, Mr. 
Foye, Mr. Vymonde ſold, Mr. Grammar, and Mr. Horne, were call'd in and 
examin'd, in relation to what they knew of any Tranſactions by Mr. Craggs, 
touching South-Sea Stock and Subſcriptions, or the South. Sea Scheme. 


After which, Sir Conflantine Phipps and Mr. Peer Williams were heard 
againg Paſſing tkat Part of the Bill relating to Mr. Craggs ; and having 
defired Mr. Sawbridge and Mr. Huggins might be Examin'd, they were Ex- 
amin'd accordingly. | | 


And being withdrawn, | | | 
That Part of the Preamble, relating to Mr. Craggs, was read and agreed 
to, alſo the Remainder of the Preamble, likewiſe ſome of the enacting 
Clauſes. 


* E July 22. 

The Houſe according to Order was put into a Committee on the further 
Conſideration of the Bill for raiſing Money out of the Eftates of the late 
Directors, Cc. and went thro' the Bill, and agreed to all the remaining 
Clauſes, except a Proviſo, that nothing ſhall Impeach any Conveyance, 
Ec. of the Eſtates of the late Directors, &c. made after the iſt of June, 
and before the 5th of January, 17 20. which was . alſo the time 
allow'd Mr. Aiſſabie, and the Adminiſtrators of Mr..Craggs, to deliver up 
their Deeds, Evidences, and Accounts, was enlarg d, from the 3d of . 
guft, to the 20th of September next. ** * 5% 


. | Jah 24. SY: | . A Rs + 
In a Committee went again on the Bill for raifing.Money- out of tlie 
Eſtates of the late Directors, c. and the Proyiſo poſt pn on Saturday, 
being read, as with an Amendment agreed to. The Houſe being reſum d, 
the Amendments made to the ſaid Bill were reported and agreed to, and 
the Bill was order'd to be read the 3d Time to Morrow. | 
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